


A n gry> frustrated, disappointed after more than a yearns assurances that the DWP-Inyo 
negotiations were proceeding favorably * county citizens turned out in overflow numbers 
at a meeting of the board of supervisors. In a hastily-organized radio announcement 
campaign last weekend, they had learned that the supervisors intended to push through 
adoption of the agreement against the advice of their own counsel 2 nd before the public 
had a chance to learn of its content . The story of the week's events begins on Page 2 . 
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A News Alternative-Eastern Sierra News Service 


... and arson may be another reaction 



A fire of undetermined origin spread rapidly through a frame shack and platform adjoining 
a DWP groundwater well drilling rig that had been operating in a remote area between Inde¬ 
pendence and Big Pine. More pictures and story. Page 6. 
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A weekend radio announcement campaign brought scores of angry people into the supervisors' meet 


The agreement was DWP’s; proposed, written, presented by 
DWP. These negotiators accepted it with very few changes 
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Administrator John K. Smith 


Supervisor Richard McDonald 


Supervisor Dick Engel 
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Angry crowd and 
answers from 
a voice on the 
phone 


SOME CALLED IT A SELL-OUT, SOME DEMANDED 
RECALL ELECTIONS, ALL WERE DISAPPOINTED, 
AND NOBODY WAS BUYING THE DWP AGREEMENT 

By Benett Kessler 

I F THE LONG FIGHT OF MANY YEARS had been 
as many characterized it - a David and 
Goliath battle - it was clearly a dec¬ 
ision for Goliath, won almost hands-down 
as Inyo's negotiators seemed to cave in to 
the seemingly tougher talent thrown up ag¬ 
ainst them by LA's Department of Water and 
^ower. 

Compounding the loss was the fact 
that once the "agreement" had been reach¬ 
ed, there were those high in Inyo County's 
administration who apparently wanted to 
push through adoption of the agreement be¬ 
fore their constituencies had any opportun¬ 
ity to contradict it. It may be that only 
a hastily organized radio campaign on the 
weekend before the supervisors' meeting 
kept it from happening. One supervisor who 
has yet to commit himself on the agreement 
said that during the stormy weekend he had 

(See AGREEMENT, Cont. Page 6) 
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ing. Adoption of the agreement was postponed. 
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It was a good tryj Speaking and answering questions over a "conference phone" speaker, 
from New York, The county f s special DWP affairs counsel, Antonio Rossmann, tried to be 
reassuring; he had found some merit in the agreement and in the intent of the supervi¬ 
sors who accepted it. But he could not conceal his own serious doubts about the bottom 
line terms of it. Most of those present remained unconvinced that it is best for Inyo. 
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LONE PINE - Business opportunity...we have 
several good businesses for sale...call now. 

AAA 


Older two-bedroom home...over¬ 
sized lot...$39,000. 

A A* 


Four-plex...good investment 
...owner financing available...$55,000. 
OLANCHA AREA - Sage Flat Rd...l55 acres 
of prime,beautiful land adjoining Forest 
Service land...$120,000. 


★★★ 

KEELER - Eight sale...buy one 

or all. ..good pricij< 


DOROTHY BONNEfiN broker 
PAT ROBERTS associate 


876-4696 


South Side Of The Dow Milla Hotel. . . 
Across From The Pool - Lone Pine 


(Paid Adv.) 

WATER 

METERS! 

Remember: Every drop of water you 
save, goes directly to the 
aqueduct, dropping our water table 
ever closer to the point of no 
return. 

In effect, we are forced to pay 
exhorbitant rates - to save water 
for Los Angeles. The Department 
of Water and Power profits from 
our loss. 

And we pay the bill for it! 

If you would like to help fight 
the water meter proposal, call 

938-2208 at BIG PINE 
876-5660 at LONE PINE 


WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 

CONCERNED WATER USERS OF INYO 

P.0 BOX 617 , LONE PINE, CA 



GiftSj for instance. Exquisite baskets, imported from 
over the world. Selected planters - and a few 
choice plants for your home or office. 

And gourmet foods you may never 
have even heard of - but 
would like to try. Wines, yes> 
the best spiritsj imported 
and domestic, for all 
occasions. Finest cheeses. 



Yesj the Wine Barrel in Manor Market is more than a deli 3 a lot more. But 
see for yourself. Stop in and shop, ask Nicole (our wine manager) to shoi 
you around, or help you plan a wine- and cheese-tasting party! 


Bishop's finest foods and spirits • Imports • 3100 West Line Street 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



REAL SERVICE 



• TUNE-UPS 


• BRAKES 

TOWING 

• EXPERT LUBRICATION 

14-Hour 

• TIRE REPAIRS 

Emergency 

• TIRES ‘ BATTERIES 

food Service 

Complete overhaul service 


OUNCAN’S 



- 878-2112 

Shell 

South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 





SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Ljfendon QFumiture O’ 


Upholderij Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 



caprice Classic • impala ,monte cai 

p-O • MALIBU • CAMARO • 

i ] 

NOVA - MONZA - CHEVETTE • CORVETTE • WAGONS • R V ’S 


MILLER 
CHEVROLET 


Check here. 


.before you buy! 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876-5551 


Now under new ownership! 


LONE 

PINE 
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AGREEMENT, Continued 

received "76 phone calls" about the issue. 
Two other supervisors, Richard Engel and 
Richard McDonald who served on the negoti¬ 
ating committee, remain for now "for" ac¬ 
ceptance of the agreement. As the week 
drew to a close, they continued to defend 
most of its content, but admitted it con¬ 
tained perhaps less than Inyo water-watch¬ 
ers might have hoped for. 

Engel said the protest was some¬ 
thing like the Panama Canal issue, that a 
great number of people were against it, 
but it was passed anyway. Informed that 
surveys of the past week indi cated almost 
a solidly-formed front against an accept¬ 
ance, he said that only the negotiators 
were aware of the subtleties, the "inuen- 
dos" as he called it, of the negotiating 


sessions. ri e flatly stated that there is 
to be no decision or adoption of the ag¬ 
reement at this week’s board meeting, then 
added, "...not that I know of now." 

The crucial, some say "fatal," steps 
leading up to the week's fury, had their 
origins in a meeting of the county’s negot¬ 
iating team on the Wednesday night preced¬ 
ing the final "agreement" on Thursday a 
week ago. It was at a steakhouse near LA's 
Athletic Club and present were Engel and 
McDonald, County Administrator John K. 
Smith, District Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gib¬ 
bons, and the county's special counsel An¬ 
tonio Rossmarm. Also there were the coun¬ 
ty's hydrologist, Phil Williams, and a 
Rossmann aide, Mike Jencks. Pleading for 
a basic "minimal" safeguard for Inyo's wa- 

(AGREEMENT Continued on Page 8) 




Arson investigations 


State Fire Marshall Dave Wallizer photos . 

and burned out DWP drilling rig John Heston 

4k Benett Kessler 


Had the DWP-Inyo cold war suddenly 
turned hot? Firemen at the scene said 
a DWP drilling rig fire was the res¬ 
ult of unrest over DWP issues, and 
Fire Marshall Dave Wallizer said 
"It looks like more than an accid¬ 
ent. ..I would be suspicious right 
off the bat." The fire had erupted 
only hours after terms of the DWP- 
Inyo "agreement" had been made pub¬ 
lic. DWP f s equipment and maintenance 
man, James Snead, was on the scene 
with Wallizer and he said damage may 
run to several thousand dollars. The 
drilling rig is out of commission. 
Many people think DWP continues to 
drill more groundwater wells, a 
claim DWP denies . Meanwhile, at Lone 
Pine, another fire "of suspicious 
nature" damaged or destroyed a house 
two barns and an old shop on a DWP 
lease. The incidents indicated to 
some that DWP and Inyo negotiators 
had underestimated public anger . 
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Reluctant 
silence ? 

Under ethics 
of the secret 
"attorney-cli- 
ent relation¬ 
ship" Inyo's 
lawyers can't 
speak out. 


District Attorney L.H. Gibbons 



Special Counsel Antonio Rossmann 


They are "fighting" lawyers, and through the years of the Inyo-DWP battle have proven 
themselves capable and more than a match for the legal and political acrobatics thrown 
at them by what often appeared to be a panicky and retreating DWP. At the final sess¬ 
ion between Inyo's negotiators and the DWP, from which they were barred, it has been 
learned from a reliable source present at the meeting that one Inyo official reminded 
the department representatives that District Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons is himself 
an elected official representing the people of Inyo. LA Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky , 
then snapped back that the Inyo supervisors could "control" Gibbons "in a fiscal 
sense," which translated means that the supervisors could bring him into line by a 
possible cut of the DA 's budget. Although both attorneys later softened their public 
statements (but still fell far short of any endorsement of the agreement), they were 
angry and frustrated - but silent - in the days following the agreement. Each of 
them hinted constantly, and cryptically, that they were under the rule of "attorney - 
client relationship" and that they cannot reveal all that they know, or may feel, a- 
bout Inyo's true position in the DWP issue. It has also been learned that on the ev¬ 
ening preceding the final negotiating session, the attorneys adamantly insisted that 
certain provisions - "basic minimal safeguards" - be included in any agreement for 
realistic protection. As it turned out, however, none of these was included as DWP 
made its "final offer" bluff on the following day. In the absence of Gibbons and the 
special counsel from the negotiating room - on demand of DWP - the negotiators for 
Inyo were out-horsetraded. As the week went on, however, both lawyers remained true 
to the client, Inyo County, that they represented, and each declined to come out ag¬ 
ainst the "agreement" in any real way, offering instead only hints that it may not 
be any bargain. 
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^ A most unique experience in dining, 
5 dancing, lounging. Closed Monday 

*wyf% - ' r M' c ~MUBB HR 


RESERVATIONS 

387-2370 


Lower Rock Crook 15 mllo* North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


elegant 
dinina t 


mountain 

stream 


STEAM GENIESYSTEM 

thorough extraction of 
dirt and grime. This 
powerful equipment 
cleans deeper, leaves 
carpet dryer and ex- 
tends carpet life. 


powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside. Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. 
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AGREEMENT, Continued 

ter future, the attorneys urged strongly 
that the agreement include at least a de¬ 
mand that might control groundwater pump¬ 
ing - a "water pumping rule curve" speci¬ 
fying just how much could be taken from 
- L nyo 's fast-dwindling ground aquifers 9 
also a guaranteed assurance that DWP will 
be prepared to present a new environmental 
impact report at the end of five years. 

All agreed. 

w ext day, however, when Rossmann 
brought up these points, he got no resp¬ 
onse. °ne source — one of several who ei¬ 
ther leaked, tipped, or outright stated 
what went on in the sessions - said that 
Inyo’s officials were "almost apologetic" 
that the issues were brought up. Engel in 
fact said before the gathered Inyo-DWP 
groups something to the effect that Wed¬ 
nesday was the first time he’d heard of it. 

But :i.f things were then looking bad 
for Inyo, thay got increasingly worse as 
the rest of the story unfolded in the 
week that followed. From several sources 
it was learned thai, long ago at the be¬ 
ginnings of the "negotiating sessions" 

Inyo had never drawn up terms or goals it 
might hope to achieve through "bargaining." 
Engel claimed there was in fact a memor¬ 
andum of proposals - then admitted that it 
had never been presented to DWP. DWP in 
effect took the initiative and held it to 
the end, and the document it first presen¬ 
ted was essentially the one finally accep¬ 
ted by the Inyo people. 


Superior engineering 


V\\GH 


CALL 


Sm*ctn,na Y 


7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 


873-7032 
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Convenient 

time-saving 

features 


Interchangeable type 
style cores 
Express back spacer 
Switchable (10 and 12) 
dual pitch 

Horizontal half spacing 
for correcting typing 
errors 

Built-in correction 
system lifts off errors 
New ribbon system has 
correction tape on 
core carrier 
88-character, 44 
contoured keys 
1100 characters per 
minute with high 
speed, glare-free block 
keyboard 
Memory keyboard 
(Touch Buffer) 
minimizes typing errors 
Retractable paper 
support/page-end 
indicator 
Jam-proof key 
operation 

14 4" carriage; 12.7" 
writing line 
Cartridge system 
simplifies ribbon 
changing 
Long life 3-level 
carbon ribbon 


Quick-set visi 
margin controls on 
front panel 
Automatic paper 
injector/ejector 
3-position line space 
selector (1, 1 V 2l 2 
spaces) 

Adjustable copy 
control 

Impression control 
Variable control for 
adjusting writing line 
Automatic line finder 
Type core carrier 
indicator 

Jam-proof key set 
tabulator with single 
and total tab clearance 
Eleven repeat keys 
Optional: Convert any 
key to repeat operation 
Automatic repeat 
space bar 

Automatic repeat back 
spacing 


utomatic vertical line 
spacing with return key 
Index key upspaces at 
any position on line 
Removable clear card 
holder & ruling guide 
Removable cover plate 
facilitates ribbon 
changing 
Paper deflector/ 
erasure shield 
Cork feed rollers 
impervious to cracking 
or swelling 

Greater durability with 
heavy duty die cast 
main frame 
Optional acoustical 
dust shield 

Advanced construction 
with fewer parts than 
another single element 
machine 

Variety of type styles 
Dimensions: 20 1/ r" (W) 
x IGVh" (D) x 7';>" (H) 
Weight 50 lbs 


BISHOP TYPEWRITER 

sales • service (714)873-5773 









































The ground rules for the negotiations 
had been firmly stated - by DWP - at the out¬ 
set: The press would be barred from meetings 
and negotiators would make no statements nor 
would there be any "leaks" to the media* (The 
rigidity with which DWP enforced the "press" 
condition came hilariously to light in Los An¬ 
geles just after the final session: Two DWP 
helicopters soared quickly aloft trying to 
find the Inyo negotiators 1 car in LA traffic 
after DWP learned that the Inyo people beat 
them to the punch in furnishing the agreement 
to the Los Angeles Times.) Another condition, 
finally, was that the lawyers be barred from 
the final session. That's what happened,with 
the DWP people fully aware of the minor league 
team that was left to fight the final battle 
for Invo. 

^■he scenario setting was right, too. At 
the outset of the last session, DWP announced 
impatiently that "We have to hurry," that a 
commissioners' meeting was awaiting the part¬ 
icipants. When Inyo's lawyers became insist¬ 
ent that two "minimal" safeguard provisions 
be included, DWP General Manager Louis WLnn- 
ard said "I think it's time for the attorneys 
to leavej as if on cue, the DWP lawyers stood 
up and left, with Inyo's following closely 
behind. And so it was that Louis Winnard can 
order the departure of the Inyo County dist¬ 
rict attorney, or at least he could in the 
absence of backing from Inyo's other negotia¬ 
tors. From that point on, there was little 
argument left, particularly in the carefully 
staged taka-it-or-leave-it-we're-in-a-hurry 
atmosphere created by DWP. 

The game was all played out on the top 
floor of DWP's main playing field - "hone" 


ground - the DWP buildingo 

As one observer woefully stated it dur¬ 
ing last week’s ongoing recapitulations of 
what had suddenly happened: "It's like Inyo 
was holding four aces all the time, and DWP 
had three deuces, and our side tossed in the 
hand." 

All, however, is not lost. Not at least 
as the week drew to a close. An almost mob¬ 
like reaction as the news got out gave pause 
to the supervisors who may have hoped to push 
through the adoption of the agreement at the 
week's board meeting. According to the L.A. 
papers of the weekend, they'd bring it up for 
the next week, too 0 

Some of the "final" decision may rest 
with the mood of the crowds expected to at¬ 
tend two hastily-called "public hearings" 
at the first of the new week - and may also 
depend upon the reaction of the crowd that 
may once again mob the hails and boardroom of 
the courthouse when the supervisors go into 
session again in the new weeko 

The last session was certainly stormy 
enougho The supervisors arranged for the peo¬ 
ple there to talk directly to Attorney Tony 
hossmann via a long-distance set-up to New 
York. Most of Rossmann's questioners quickly 
discovered that he was less than enthusiast¬ 
ic about the county's position in the matter 
although he tried bravely to the end to re¬ 
main loyal to his "client," the Inyo County 
Board of Supervisors* About the best he 
could turn up with was some rhetoric dredg¬ 
ed up from his past experience about how he 
once heard his mother say"Well,if you have 
a lemon, then make lemonaide," or, in other 

(AGREEMENT, Continued on Pol6) 


IS YOUR HOME 

REALLY PROTECTED ? 

\ 

ARE YOU INSURED TO ACTUAL VALUE ? 

DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH INSURANCE TO 
ACTUALLY COVER YOUR HOME ? 

THE COST OF REBUILDING IS HIGH - $35 TO $A0 
PER SQUARE FOOT FOR STANDARD CONSTRUCTION, 
MANY HOUSES - MAYBE EVEN YOUR OWN - ARE 
DANGEROUSLY UNINSURED, 

MAKE SURE THAT YOUR HOME INVESTMENT IS SAFE; 
COME IN AND LET'S TALK ABOUT IT, 




PETE LARSON 

R. F. OYLER INSURANCE 

124 N. MAIN ST. LONE PINE 
Phone: 876-4105 
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Highway mishaps 
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It was a mess of red and 
black, spilled ink and 
bloody compounded by the 
deliberate mutilation of 
a cow after the tanker 
truck -trailer (filled 
with black ink) had hit 
it as it wandered loose 
on the highway ; it took 
days for Caltrans to 
clean it all up. The two 
truckers were pulled 
from the demolished cab 3 
to be carried through 
gallons of spilled ink 
and await aid from res¬ 
cuers . Warnings had been 
sent out hours before 
that three cows were 
loose on the highway 9 
but the owner failed to 
turn up until the truck 
plowed into disaster . 
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Photos: 

Benett Kessler 
John Heston 
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A'ext morning, 

• i o’iIM" " w r . j At. || V, a highway pa¬ 

trolman found 
the cow muti¬ 
lated; tagged 

•* ears and id¬ 

entifying 
brand sever- 
H| ed. The en- 
| tire hind- 
quarter was 
5T]£ also taken. 

"He didn’t 
want to be i- 

> dentified; he 

might have 
been held res- 
ponsible for 
the wreak, " 
said the off - 

Officer photographs mutilated cow. icer. 
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CRASH 



Elderly crash victim is removed from wrecked car 

She wanted "a picture of it, to take home to Spain tf 


From her hospital bed an 
elderly woman who with 
her husband was visiting 
the area from Spain, ask¬ 
ed for pictures of the 
accident that seriously 
injured them both . The 
crash occurred about 
half a mile from the 
scene of the mishap 
shown on the opposite 
page . Also injured ; A 
small Bishop boy riding 
in the other car . 


NOT ‘ROCK’ 

NOT ‘COUNTRY’- 
. . . JUST THE BEST 



LOCAL NEWS ON KNYO 
8 am 
NOON 
5 pm 

ABC Information Radio Network 
every hour on the half hour 



AM 600 
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Cattle drive 


THE ANNUAL TREK TO THE MOUNTAINS GETS 
UNDERWAY - A HEARTY MIX OF WORK AND FUN 
- BUT THIS YEAR A COWBOY IS MISSING 


JOR DIE-HARD WESTERN BUFFS, and for most of 
W the men and women involved in it, it is an 
annual ritual, a practical one at that, re¬ 
assuringly providing evidence that after all the 
Old West is not yet dead. It is the annual cat¬ 
tle drive into the mountains and it remains for 
all who see it or participate in it a pleasant 
reminiscence of days gone by. In desert-dry Ow¬ 
ens Valley, it is also a costly, time-consuming 
practical necessity. As the early spring grass 
withers beneath the June sun, grazing land no 
longer is able to support the county's thousands 
of head of cattle; then the cattlemen round up 
their herds - and head westward and upward with 
them, into the cool mountain passes. 

There are several separate drives with 
private herds numbering LOO to as many as a 
thousand head. Once the cattle are in the moun¬ 
tains, the cattlemen will pay about $2 per an¬ 
imal per month to the Forest Service which has 
control of the highlands. 

The trail drives - Some say these of In¬ 
yo are "the last" of the old-fashioned drives - 
require many of the years-old traditional im¬ 
plementations of the past: chuck wagons, pack 
animals, camping gear. 

A favorite gathering place for the drives 
in the southern part of the county is the area 
near Olancha, and the picture at right depicts 
an Olancha crossing north of that community 



where early this week, the "Lacey Herd" was 
driven over the highway and into the foot¬ 
hills beyond. 

For Inyo County, cattle production is 
a major factor in local economics; about 
10,000 head are shipped to market from the 
valley each year. In the past two years. 



Gloria Vanderbilt 14. One of our beautiful line of fashion frames. 


The artist’s eye in fashion frames. 


From Gloria Vanderbilt you get 
the only fashion frames by a famous designer who 
is also a famous artist. And from us you get the 
selection and careful fit which is the art to which 

we are dedicated. 


0\NtNS MtffjT 

©PTICAL 


873-7740 

(LA MONTANA PLAZA - BEHIND SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST BISHOP 
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Get more 
from Les... 






Les Hall of Virg¬ 
il Oyler Motors 
will meet or oeat 
any reasonable 
deal on a new 
Oldsmobile, Cad¬ 
illac, Chevrolet 
or Datsun. 


He will also of¬ 
fer more than a 
fair deal on any 
one of his fine 
"OK" used cars. 



Les Hall 


Call for an appointment or 
ask for him at the showroom. Fhy 
not make your next automobile 
purchase a rewarding experience? 
You'll get more from Les.... 


•VIRGIL 0YLER1 


Telephone 

873-3515 


462 North 
'■lain St. 


MOTORS-BISHOP 







































tie crosses Highway 395 on its way to summer pasture in the lush, green Sierra high country. 


Inyo cattlemen have attempted to rebuild the 
herds decimated by a three-year drought. 

For the cowboys and their friends, the 
drives offer a hearty, but hard-working, re¬ 
spite from the workaday world of modern cat¬ 
tle-producing. T n them they find comraderie 


and a chance to renew friendships. This year, 
one of their best friends was missings Bill 
Thornburgh, now thought to be the victim of 
murder, was not among the dusty riders. "We 
miss him," said one cowboy. "You can sure 
tell he's not here. It's not the same." ■ 




tietop 


Bb 3 u/iWWrt Idwc in 
a neat new bikini! 


Beautiful, sensuous materials. 

They dry quickly and will not fade 

in sun, surf and pool. 
By 


Utafuwe 

HAWAII 




Find them upstairs, 
Cottowood Plaza 




y 




/ 

/ 


7 ways to tie this 
strapless top 




or a 

TAHITIAN WRAP 

...77? 




(EanftlEbcrrg <£0. 

A Clothing Store... And More 


785 N. Main, Suite E Bishop (714)872-2111 
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DANCE TO 

OPEN Spm-Hon-Sat 
Apm-Sun 

_(Jappy Hour 


"D.J.NESBITT" 
* thru July 4th 
I-always live 
entertainment 


Dinner • Cocktails 

Prime Rib 

steak, chicken, 
seafood 



970 N. Main 



A LOT OF PEOPLE IN INYO 
ARE FINDING OUT... - 


.. .GAS 
COSTS 
LESS! 


COOKS BETTER - CHEAPER! 


CAL GAS-BISHOP, INC. 


Get the 
facts! 


Bus. 873-6371 
P. 0. Box 966 
.North Main St. 
Bishop 




MORATORIUM? STOP GROWTH? 
Somebody's got to be kidding I 

A "moratorium" on building in Inyo County, or any attempt to stop 
"growth" in Inyo County, will put some people out of business, or ad¬ 
versely AFFECT THEM, WITHOUT CONSTRUCTION, HERE ARE A FEW THAT WOULD 
BE SERIOUSLY HURT: 


Lumber and materials dealers 
Paint dealers and contractors 
Electrical suppliers 
Plumbing and supplies 
Glass suppliers 
Sheet metal dealers 
Welding and supplies 


Hardware dealers 
Paving contractors 
Roofing and supplies 
Sand and Gravel supplies 
Concrete suppliers 
Sanitary services 
Trucking 


Nurseries, landscaping 
Sign and advertising 
Flooring and supplies 
Storage firms 
Lighting and fixtures 
Stationery, printing 
Papergoods, supplies 


If your job, or your living, depends on any of these (and many 
more), you should let your feelings be made known NOW! 


fcfe think the 
answer lies in 
controlled growth 
and in 

intelligent planning. 


^Hubbard^^ 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS CUSTOM BUILT HOMES 

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL 


( At IK HI.. I IC. tt .IlhOOl 
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| CLIP AND FILL OUT - MAIL TODAY! 

^\fcW§^LetteL I 

SDBSCRIPTION S 


I’l* 

i » . 
fit* 


Itiyo 
Count y 


?jD 


W 


50 issues 
$25 


□ 


25 issues 


$13 


□ ,2 \ s , sues j? 

V & 


*■ SEND TO. 

i i 

$ ADDRESS. 

I"; 

CITY_ 


c'j 

A> 


STATE 


.ZIP. 


Payment enclosed [_|Please bill me 


GARDENERS: 


Bring in your surplus garden fruits 
and vegetables - for sale or trade. 

And have one of our great sandwiches! 

Listen to THE MOTHER EARTH NEWS 
8:25 am on KNYO Radio. 


LONE PINE 
MOUNTAIN 
TRADING 
COMPANY 


123 
N. Main 
Lone Pine 
876-5671 


NATURAL FOODS • FRESH FISH • VITAMINS 


On our new bright screen... 



c n 


TONIGHT! 


NOW PLAYING!! 

"Buck Rogers" & "Sgt. Pepper" 
July 4-7 

COMING SOON!!! 

VlAT 


July 8-10 

"Same Time Next Year" & 
"The Other Side of the 
Mountain-Part 2" 

July 11-14 


Fix' 





SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


GOOD? 

YOU BET! 

But did you know 
it’s good for you ? 

I/O) J nVl Si 1 7 TO/'T V1/7V1 -h C* V»1|V-V» 



Thoughtful parents concerned about nutrition 
will be surprised (and happy) to hear 
that. It's true! Recent government- 
sponsored studies show that a ham¬ 
burger has as much nutritional 
value as any other average 
American meal y and may 
be better than most # H 

Lots of protein 3 
fresh lettuce , 
tomato> cheese. 

But it depends on 
the ingredients, and 
that f s where we come in. Like 
you y we r re concerned about 
kids. We 1 re home^owned and we 
give them the best! 

BEST BURGERS, MALTS, CHICKEN, SHRIM RTF' 

FRESH LOCAL USDA CHOICE BEEF (NOT FROZEN) 

INSPECTED TOP-QUALITY FOUNTAIN PRODUCTS 

MAIN STREET, JUST NORTH OF THE PARK - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING - PHONE ORDERS 
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AGREEMENT, Continued 

words, if you're stuck with the agreement 
then try to make the best of it. ^e urged 
that the supervisors pass a groundwater ord¬ 
inance giving them control of pumping, the 
hastily answered a question about that, ad¬ 
mitting that the DWP would probably go back 
to court to contest the ordinance, tying ev¬ 
erybody up in lawsuits again. 

To the concern of sane pro-agreement 
supervisors, Rossmann summed up: " The ag¬ 
reement is a weakness in the way that DWP was 
able to manipulate it...to take charge... 

They got the attorneys out when their engin¬ 
eers were more competent than many law¬ 
yers are. But I don't necessarily see it 
as a sell-out; it's not too bad when you're 
dealing with two parties that have reason to 
trust each other." 

But after decades of mistrust growing 
out of endless lies (The "Chinatown" story 
is alive and keeps on going]), most people 
of the valley feel deep fears, fears that 
their enforced role as colonials will deep¬ 
en in the years to come. 

In spite of the temper of the board 
meeting, in spite of pointed questions - In 
spite of hell-and-high-What?-ers - the negot¬ 
iators, Engel, McDonald and Smith stand by 
their acts, although they defend them less 
stridently than beforeo Smith had said "I 
think it's a big step that the City of L.A. 
has made to develope a better relationship 
with Inyo County and with the state concemini 
a water management plan 0 " But he tempered it 
that statement somewhat by adding:"It's not as 


good as we want, but so much better than, say, 
three years ago." 

^ow so "better"? Three years ago, DWP 
was fighting back, but was clearly on the run, 
and in recent months (with state agencies 
hoo-hawing its EIR efforts) has taken actions 
deemed by many to have been prompted by out- 
and-out panic. Was Inyo afraid, simply, to 
move in for the kill? After 70 years of DWP 
oppression? 

Asked if the agreement depends upon 
"good faith" - a much-used word heard from the 
negotiators in recent days - Smith said, "Any 
agreement depends on a great degree of good 
faith and they (the DWP) have an awful lot of 
it..." 

A large number of 1 nyoans, officials and 
residents alike, would take issue with that. 

In fact, Smith himself once told a Los Angel¬ 
es radio reporter not too many months ago that 
he "couldn't believe anything DWP would say." 
But that was back in the days when hard-lining 
DWP seemed to be the appropriate political 
posture and Inyo County was even considering 
hiring a public relations man to tell the 
world "Inyo's side" against DWP untruths. 

Engel expressed "surprise" at the turn¬ 
out attendant upon the Tuesday meeting, and 
he admitted that he had "discouraged" people 
from coming to the meeting. "We weren t going 
to make a decision anyway," he said. 

Hmph], said some. 

The meeting went on through the after¬ 
noon. Television people had flown in all the 
way from Los Angeles to turn their camera's 
eye on the outbursts - and also on a burned- 



COTTONS AND POLYESTER PRINTS. 

AND WE HAVE ADDED MANY STYLES TO OUR "REDUCED" RACK TO 
MAKE ROOM FOR THE NEW MERCHANDISE. YOU'LL FIND BARGAINS. 1 


A REAL SPECIAL: sheath lining in seven colors, reduced 
from 98$...now — 29$ A yard! 

And check our new shipment of TOWELS and towel sets (towel, 

HAND TOWEL, WASH CLOTH). MATCHING SETS, ALL COLORS ARE 
AVAILABLE. ALL TOP QUALITY TERRY CLOTH. 


YOU'LL FIND SUMMER BARGAINS GALORE IN OUR COMPLETE YARD GOODS 
l_ AND SEWING CENTER SHOP. _ 

See today, at 



MENS WEAR 

YARDAGE and 
LINENS LonePine 
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THEY’RE HERE ! 

BELL® HOWELL 

PocketStar no 
Cameras . 


With built-in 
electronic flash 
and telephoto 
lens 

only $44.95 

MODEL EFT 


With built-in 

electronic 

flash 

only $3 


MODEL EF 


Perfect pictures outdoors, indoors 
anytime! 


Perfect Picture Guarantee 

Perfect pictures anytime or 
Bell & Howell will 
replace your film free. 

Ask for details 

Special Bonus 

Photo Gallery $1.49 retail value) 
with purchase of a PocketStar 
Ask for details 




Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

(714) 872-4211 


TELLING IT LIKE IT IS... 

Hear Benett KesslerKIOQ-FM 100 News 


8734924 


LET THERE BE 

(attractive) 

LIGHT 

Summer Sale 


: "VMNTAL? jS^ the 

SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS •TEST PLUGS 

•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5;30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


Oust plain good cookin 

Try our hot soups. 
Fast service on Id 
Salad bar 


Discounts 




V* O'^^CAFE 

ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


Across from Rear of Bank of America Parking Lot • Bishop 


AND LIGHTING 
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RESERVATIONS 873*8332 
' - Open 7 days 

• DANCE TO THE PIANO-ORGAN MUSIC OF GEORGE FRENCH 


fflIM 




THE HIGHWAY 
SOUTH OF BISHOP 
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News Briefs 


BURROS AND BUREAUCRATS, A CONTROVERSY AT DEATH VALLEY; THE SEARCH FOR WILSON CONTINUES; 
LAWSUITS AND COUNTERSUITS IN BUILDING ISSUES; AND VANDALS, TOO, MAY WIND UP IN COURT. 

\ A AIETHER OR NOT THE RUMORS ARE TRUE - 
\ / \ /that the Park Service had cut off all 
V V the water sources for Death Valley's 
proliferating burros - it looked like hard 
times ahead for hundreds of animals. And mat¬ 
ters were not a lot better for the Park 
Service's harried personnel; they were 
getting it from both ends, 
from bosses in the Interi¬ 
or Department demanding a 
solution to the burro 
population problem, 
and from a public that 
is perhaps inordinate¬ 
ly fond of the "cute" 
animals * 

"I don't know what 
to tell the people anymore 
.o.Anythj ng I say ends up 
to be a lie because I have 
been led-on. I guess the 
secretary of the interior 
is responsible," said one 


Park Service man who asked - fervently - not 
to be identified. Such is the agonized frust¬ 
ration of the "burro problem" in the National 
Monument. The secretary of the interior, Cec¬ 
il Andrus, now has in hand an environmental 
impact report offering several "solutions" to 
the problem that has been growing out of hand 
for UO years. It has become, in the words of 
another Park Service employee, "the question of 


the century 0 " 

But the latest issue to strike so deep¬ 
ly into the hearts of the pro-burro faction is 
the report, so far unverified, that Park Serv¬ 
ice people had cut off the water sources of 
the animals in an effort to get around the or- 
prevents shooting them. 

There were widespread 
complaints - and rep¬ 
orts of burros impaled 
on fences as they at¬ 
tempted frantically to 
reach water - but few 
of the reports could 
be verified. A Park 
Service resources man¬ 
agement specialist, 

Pete Sanchez, now est¬ 
imates that some 1800 
of the wildly-breeding 
animals now populate 
the Death Valley area 
_ and that they have be¬ 
come nothing less than a menace to the entire 
ecosystem, literally eating themselves and oth¬ 
er animals out of house and home. 

The superintendent of the monument area, 
George Von der Iippe, said the voracious bur¬ 
ros kill off vegetation, foul water resources, 
and cause land erosion.•• No matter, the bur¬ 
ro—fanciers don't want them killed off, which 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, P.20) 







































CATERING/872-5535 

FINE FOODS FOR A FEW OR FOR A FEW THOUSAND 


187 

South 

Main 


(Paid Adv.) 

WATER 

METERS! 

Remember: Every drop of water you 
save, goes directly to the 
aqueduct, dropping our water table 
ever closer to the point of no 
return. 

In effect, we are forced to pay 
exhorbitant rates - to save water 
for Los Angeles. The Department 
of Water and Power profits from 
our loss. 

And we pay the bi 11 for i t! 

If you would like to help fight 
the water meter proposal, call 

938-2208 at BIG PINE 
876-5660 at LONE PINE 

WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 

CONCERNED WATER USERS OF INYO 

P.0 BOX 617, LONE PINE, CA 


Gas lines down south 
can mean unemployment 
lines in Inyo. 


For now, the "gas crisis" seems to be over, but let's not kid our¬ 
selves ANY LONGER, OUR ECONOMY IS BASED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON TOURIST 
TRADE, WHICH NEEDS AN EVER-INCREASING FLOW OF GASOLINE IF BUSINESS 
IS TO GROW WITH THE TIMES. In RECENT WEEKENDS, INYO TOURIST BUSINESS 
WAS DOWN BY 30 TO 50%. CAN INYO REALLY CONTINUE TO DEPEND ON WHAT 
COMES UP THE HIGHWAY? We THINK NOT. Let's REALLY BECOME INDEPENDENT. 

We should encourage non-polluting industry; We should encourage a 

REGULATED GROWTH. WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE INVESTMENT, EXPANSION, -JOBS! 

REMEMBER: YOU DON'T HAVE TO GROW "BIG" TO GROW UP! 


Grow with us. 


CAL-TRON 


Corp 


he provide jobs! 






























NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

is one of the recommended alternatives in the 
Secretary's EIR. Andrus called the burro sit¬ 
uation a "critical issue," But it may be one 
depending largely upon the outcome of a simi¬ 
lar stalemate, and hearings to get input, in 
Arizona's Grand Canyon burro problem. 

As to the charges about the Park Service 
people arranging for the burros to die of 
thirst - in Death V a lley an agonizing death),- 
Sanchez had an angry response: "That's not 
true. We are not 'thirsting them to death' like 
one letter claimed. That would be in-humane," 

The Park Service's humanity factor not¬ 
withstanding, something was going on, some¬ 
thing had started the stories. These may be 
explained this way: 

Sanchez and his people have in fact cut 
off three water sources - three out of 300 
springs in the area - by fencing. The fences 
are made of tall pipe spaced wide enough ap¬ 
art to permit entry by the Big Horn Sheep 
(threatened in the ecological competition for 
water and forage), but too narrow and too high 
for the Durros, Sanchez said the fence is 
working, but that the Park Service has no im¬ 
mediate plans to build more. One resident of 
the area had reported that a burro - madly 
athirst and looking for water - had desper¬ 
ately attempted to leap the fence and fatally 
impaled itself. But Von der Lippe said that 
story arose out of another incident, at Warm 
Springs Canyon some weeks back: A burro tried 
to leap a fence and got caught, "but that had 
nothing to do with the Park Service's experi¬ 
mental 'enclosures' of water," 

Maybe not, but a lot of people refuse 


to buy the Park Service's explanations, any 
of them, and the letters and phone calls con¬ 
tinue unabated, angrily expressing the burro- 
loving public's anger. 

But ore thing was clear: The burros 
will face hard times. With no natural preda¬ 
tors, and no area for relocation (Who needs 
them?), they will be facing a reduction in 
their numbers, either by killing, or through 
a perhaps harsher means: starvation, eventu¬ 
ally. 


IF FUEL FOR BURROS WAS SHORT, so it.was also 
for the host of "Independent Truckers" around 
the nation - and for the tourists that feed 
the valley economy. Some potential vacation¬ 
ers are still fearful of driving far from 
their home base down south. They get as far 
as Mojave and "Four Corners" where they run 
into gasoline shortages, unaware that plenty 
of gas awaits them in Inyo and Mono Counties. 
As for the truckers, very little of Californ¬ 
ia has been touched by the strike - except 
for produce growers faced with plowing under 
certain crops that otherwise would have been 
trucked out of state. Locally, the truckers 
continue to deliver goods (They will drive 
within state borders), and no shortages have 
turned up in Inyo retail stores. 


THE THORNBURGH CASE REMAINS UNSOLVED, and its 
chief suspect, Steve Wilson, remains out of 
reach of the murder warrant issued soon after 
the disappearance of Rancher Bill. Thornburgh. 
But Wilson's pickup truck has been found in 
San Diego, abandoned. The Red Datsun has now 

(NEWS BREEFS continued, P.23) 



.. .Adjoining 
the beautiful 
Knight Manor 
Swimming and 
Tennis Club 






excellent food 
pleasant 


fsphere 


The best in home sites and, nearby, 

the best in dining, dancing, cocktails! 


Mobile 

home 

sites 


SWIMMING AND TENNIS CLUB INC. 

lOO CARMELEA U\NE, P.O. BOX 237. BIG PINE. CA 93513 • 714-938-2525 


For full membership,call for details 


LOTS to see 
and to build o 
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(Paid political adv.) 

HELP US SAVE THE OWENS VALLEY; HELP US SAVE BISHOP. WE CAN DO IT TOGETHER 

JOIN the 

INYO COUNTY PROPERTY 
OWNERS' ASSOCIATION 

(a non-profit organization) 

P.O. BOX 95, BISHOP, CA 93514 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR ORGANIZATION. OUR ORGANIZATION'S PHILOSOPHY IS TO PRE¬ 
SERVE BEAUTIFUL INYO COUNTY. WE BELIEVE THAT THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF 
INYO COUNTY NECESSITATES A POLICY OF LIMITED GROWTH AND STRONG CONTROLS ON ALL 
DEVELOPMENT. WE ALSO BELIEVE IN ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY, WHICH SIMPLY MEANS THAT ALL 
THE PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE DECISION MAKING 
PROCESS ON ALL ECONOMIC DECISIONS THAT AFFECT THEM, BOTH GOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE. 

WE BELIEVE IN PROGRESS, BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN PROGRESS THAT DISREGARDS THE MA¬ 
JORITY AND BENEFITS A FEW. WE BELIEVE IN QUALITY AIR, WATER, AND LAND. WE BE¬ 
LIEVE IN QUALITY GROWTH THAT TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THE NEEDS OF ALL THE PEOPLE. 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROTECTING AND PRESERVING A NATURAL AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 
FOR OUR CHILDREN AND OUR GRANDCHILDREN. 


CONSIDER, IF YOU WILL, IDE FOLLOWING: 

* CONDOMINIUMS ARE BEING BUILT IN SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AREAS 

* PEOPLE WITH FIXED INCOMES FACE THE TAKE-CVER OF THEIR PROPERTY 

* INDUSTRIES ARE BEING DEVELOPED IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 

* PLANNING AND ZONING DECISIONS ARE MADE WITHOUT THE PEOPLE'S INPUT 

* DEMANDS FOR NEW ROADS WHILE THE PRESENT ONES ARE INADEQUATELY MAINTAINED 
GREATER GROWTH BRINGS ABOUT AN INCREASE IN TAXES AND A NEED FOR MORE SERVICES - 

SEWERS, WATER SYSTEMS, SOCIAL SERVICES, POLICE & FIRE PROTECTION 


MEMBERSHIP DUES AND APPLICATION 


NAME__ D ATE__ 

ADDRESS_ P HONE NO._ 

Dues are only $10.00 per year. Send to: ICPOA, Box 95, Bishop, CA 93514. All 
dues and donations are tax-deductible. In order to save ICPOA costs, please 
let your cancelled check be your receipt. Thank you! Recruit your friends 
and neighbors! 


WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, ESPECIALLY IN SUPPORT OF OUR PENDING 

LAWSUIT TO HALT INDISCRIMINATE GROWTH 
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CELEBRATE THE 



INDEPENDENCE, CAL. 

D, FUN, FIREWORKS!! 


• LIONS CLUB BREAKFAST, Dehy Park .7:00 A.M. 

• PARADE, Main Highway.10100 A.M. 

• SOFTBALL GAME, Johnson Field....11!30 A.M. 

• HORSE/MULE SHOW, Smith Arena.. NOON 

• CHILDREN'S GAMES, Dehy Park. 2!00 PM. 

• BARBECUE, Dehy Park..4!30 PM. 


• CAL COFFMAN MEMORIAL FIREWORKS 
Airport Dusk 


ALL DAY 


ARTS 8 CRAFTS FAIR, Courthouse Lawn 
EXHIBITS • DISPLAYS • GHOST TOWN • MUSEUM 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

been turned over to a San ^ernardino Sher¬ 
iff's Office laboratory for study and, as 
Inyo officers hope, perhaps the discovery of 
some clue that may lead to answering the per¬ 
plexing question of what happened to Thorn¬ 
burgh. The search for Wilson, 36-year-old es¬ 
tranged husband of Thornburgh's daughter Cal- 
lie, continues to center in the San Diego ar¬ 
ea, and bail on the warrant was raised from 
$100,000 to $ 250,000 - "strictly for security 
reasons," said Inyo's Sheriff Floyd barton. 


"IT COVERS EVERYTHING WE'RE LOOKING FOR," 
said Mike Ross, the attorney for the Inyo 
Property Owners Association who recently took 
the county to court with a lawsuit on inad¬ 
equacies of the county’s "general plan." At 
a court hearing, the lawsuit was continued, 
but the court imposed some limitations on the 
county's ability to issue building permits on 
at least two major projects. Ross agreed how¬ 
ever that the court order "does fall short" of 
the IPOA's original goal: to set a moratorium 
on all county building. Now it is doubtful 
that any total moratorium will occur, and 
Boss may be expecting less. "The whole nature 
of the thing is compromise," he said. "'-The 
only chance a moratorium might occur is if 
the county's extension with the state office 
of planning and research does not work." He 
said any OPR decisions would "supercede the 
lawsuit." i he extension is a necessary ploy 
of the county administration which remains 
embarrassingly delinquent in its statute- 
demanded update of the "general plan." Aiat 
plan remains - as it has for three years - 
languishing in the ponderous morass of paper¬ 
work and indecision in the county's planning 
department. Meanwhile, the two projects now 
banned in the lawsuit - an expansion of the 
Cal-Tron Corporation, and a proposed condo¬ 



Cal-Iron's Dan Pool and Attorney Peter Tracey 

Hanging fire and loading in red tape 


minium in West Bishop - are hanging fire 0 
The court okayed appeal hearings on both, in 
spite of the order that building pemits not 
be issuedo x n the C a l-Tron matter, the sup¬ 
ervisors decided to reject the appeal, but 
hedged in the condominium matter by sending 
it back to the planning commission for a re¬ 
view. The planning commission fielded the 
ball and threw it back a gain at the supervis¬ 
ors - with their original approval of the 


project. 


BUT A LOT OF PEOPLE - BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
and developers in particular - were not buy¬ 
ing the ongoing "general plan" controversy 
or the ongoing machinations of the planning 
department. In recent days, a Bishop attorn¬ 
ey, Mike Ingalls, confirmed rumors that link¬ 
ed him with a proposed lawsuit that would be 
filed jointly by the builders. "Some of them 
have discussed this with me," said Ingalls. 
"So far, eight people have contributed mon¬ 
ey." He declined to say how much. "There are 
two different types being damaged," he went 
on. "Some would seek an intervenor suit, 
others separate lawsuits." Ingalls said fil¬ 
ing such a suit would await a possible appeal 
in the other suit by the district attorney. 
"We'll stay out of court if we can," he said. 


AND STAYING OUT OF COURT MAY BE THE INTENT - 
wishful thinking perhaps - of some local van¬ 
dals. Of late, they've been taking their toll 
of county park and recreation facilities - to 
date about $7000 worth - but the odds are ev¬ 
en-on they'll be caught if the park depart¬ 
ment's increased watchfulness pays off. Jim 
Angelo, the Inyo parks and recreation direc¬ 
tor, says he has a "large vandalism file" - 
reports of trees mutilated, barbecue pits 
torn down, littering and destruction of grass 
areas - of what he calls "needless, stupid 
waste." Fines may range up to $2^0 in such 
cases - when the vandals are caught. Partic¬ 
ularly vexing for the parks employees: one 
case in which trees were destroyed after more 
than three years of careful, personal nurturing 
by employees. 


"THE OLD" GRAND JURY will be in session until 
July 10, but that's a mere technicality. For 
all intent and purposes, it has finished its 
work and the 1979-80 jurors were selected 
late in the week. Among them are 16 from Bish¬ 
op: Donald Acton, Sr., John Boothe, Frank 
Brockman, Frank Carr, Fred Carter, Ken De- 
Boy, Marian Dibble, William Gres, Samuel Har¬ 
rison, Kathleen Miloradich, Gerald Moleton, 
Doris Partridge, W.R. Snyder, Russell Sweet- 
land, Nick Vandervalk and Nettie Yeager; 

And three others: Mary DeDecker, Indep¬ 
endence; Paul Lamos, Lone Pine; and Rowland 
Major from Big Pine. 

Still unreleased is the report of the 
efforts of the present jury, a report said to 
be somewhat more low-keyed than those of past 
years. A spokesman for the jury, Howard Knox, 
said that all issues presented to the jury 
were investigated, however. The report is com¬ 
plete, but not ready for publication. 


IT MAI BE THAT INYO ASSEMBLYMAN PHIL WYMAN is 
taking a hard look at the Inyo supervisorial 
proposal to create a local gas tax to help 
fill out the road department's Jarvis-slim 
budget. Wyman is not known as a tax-eager 
representative, but an aide, John Lovett, 
said Wyman is "studying" the proposal. Legis¬ 
lative action at the state level is necessary 
before counties can tax gasoline locally, but 
County Administrator John K„ Smith said "some¬ 
thing" has got to be done for the road depart¬ 
ment where as he said "finances are out of 
balance." Smith said the tax would be paid 
primarily by transients, 70-80$ of Inyo road 
users. Amounting to about a half percent. ■ 
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roRjjM. 

your view 


The Inyo County News-Letter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
.timely. Letters and statements should be address¬ 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's readers 
that the publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply either the editors' 
agreement with its content or their guarantee of its accuracy. 



"TRAPS AND SEEDS" IN THE DWP 
AGREEMENT: A LAWYER'S VIEW 

Eastern Sierra News Service: 

I am still recovering from the shock 
of reading in this morning’s L.A. Times (Met¬ 
ro Section), about the proposed five year 
study agreement proposed by the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power.. Along with my 
dismay goes the obviously "soft” attitude of 
Richard Engel, Chairman of the County’s Board 
of Supervisors —-Who does he really work for 
or who has he been allied with in the past? 

As a lawyer, licensed to practice in 
California for over h9 years, the proposed 
agreement (which I have read in full text), 
is not worthy of the designation of Agreement. 
It is literally full of traps and seeds for 
all kinds of controversy in the realm of in¬ 
terpretation. 

The instrument is without question a 
real trap for the unwary and would produce 
endless arguments and no doubt litigation as 
well, over interpretation and meaning. Essen¬ 
tially, there is nothing specific in the doc¬ 
ument which isn’t capable of a charge of "dou¬ 
ble ententeo" 

If Inyo County allows itself to be 
drawn into such an agreement (Si cl), it will 
rue the day, and under NO circumstances will 
the people of Inyo ever recover even a frac¬ 


tion of what they would be giving away. 

It behooves all of our citizens to 
voice vociferous, united and continuing ob¬ 
jection to this latest attempt by DWP to in¬ 
troduce a Trojan Horse into our midst. We 
MUST all let our supervisors know our feel¬ 
ings and that disloyalty to the County and 
its citizens will be appropriately dealt with 
at coming elections. 

- William S. Scully 
Bishop 

(Editors' note: News-Letter finds itself 
in agreement - in detail. According to 
the best and most reliable sources in and 
out of the "negotiating sessions," Inyo 
County 's negotiators were up against some 
real pros who knew what they wanted and 
how to get it. News-Letter seriously 
doubts the wisdom of such closed-door ses¬ 
sions, from which the media was barred, and 
must assume that everybody had something 
to hide. As for the re-election of the 
negotiators, or the implied pressure there¬ 
on, it has come to light that the people 
involved may not be concerned. News-Letter 
believes that the "agreement" should be 
discarded out of hand, that it goes far 
beyond mere useless-ness and into the 
realm of out-and-out danger; and that the 
supervisors and the county administrator 
take up a hard-line on any DWP issue.) 


Alternatives to meters ? - -ORGANIZING FOR ACTION 



Distressed by proposed water bills 
that ran several hundred percent¬ 
age points above what they r ve been 
paying on the r flat rate," many 
Inyoans began looking seriously to 
alternatives, The "water meter n 
fight appeared to gain a life of 
its own aside from other trouble 
with the (to them) oppressive DI-/P 
presence in the county . In a ser¬ 
ies of community meetings organiz¬ 
ed to a great extent by Ven and 
Lillian Nelson (at left), county 
water users looked into such ques¬ 
tions as: 

Feasability of regaining owner¬ 
ship of local water systems; 

Bringing DWP under control of 
the Public Utilities Commission; 

The problems of regaining (al¬ 
ong with the water systems) the 
water rights that would be neces¬ 
sary to feed them, 

For now, there remain more 
questions than answers, but the 
well-attended meetings pointed up 
once again the increasing dis¬ 
pleasure of the valley r s residents 
with LA 's Department of Water and 
Power. fr We can't live with them 
anymore," said Nelson. 

Photo: John Heston 
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DUANE GEORGESON, ONE OF THE DWP'S NEGOTIATORS IN THE "AGREEMENT" (You've 
heard about that, haven't you?), sat in the bar at "Whiskey Creek Thursday 
night, drinking a beer with a friend (The friend is a new DWP official for 
Inyo County) and he was very happy and content with DWP's hands-down 
win over the county. "With a knowing grin that could only have been based cn 
some confident and private knowledge that our supervisors may buy the ag¬ 
reement, he fairly reeked with the satisfaction born only of certainty. He 
got up and left when some questions were asked, leaving an unfinished beer 
on the Whiskey Creek table. (After all, there's nothing in the books that say that the vic¬ 
tor must drink, or talk, with the vanquished.) Duane and some of his other cronies have of 
late been making the rounds of the Inyo nightspots; a week or so ago, they turned up at the 
local bop-and-disco shop. Mule City. Asked to uance, Duane said "I haven't had enough to 
drink yet." 


OUR NEGOTIATORS (I think they are "our" negotiators) were out-bluffed from the start. In the 
first place, they went into the "negotiations" on DWP's terms, playing by DWP's rules. They 
had no clear plan or terms of their own (Well, they had drafted a few items, but they never 
presented them), and it was DWP's game - and DWP's show all along (Scenario by the city 
council; Script by Louie WLnnard; Direction by Winnard and Duane Georgeson, with the water 
commissioners acting as grips, script girls and production assistants. Every good show 
should provide credit-lines, y'kncw). 


♦♦♦ 

HERE, FOLKS, IS WHAT WE COULD HAVE GOTTEN, if of course we'd had some unity, some direction, 
and some leadership of our owns 

♦Meaningful reduction in groundwater pumping ♦Representation on the LA board 
of water commissioners *A continued "flat rate" for our own water consumption, or 
vastly reduced rates *Gontrol of DWP under the Public Utilities Commission ♦Guar¬ 
antees that DWP's properties would be leased on long—term bases ♦Guarantees that a 
large number of DWP properties would be sold into private (and productive and taxable) 
ownership, etc. 

AND HERE, FOLKS, IS WHAT WE DID GET: 

♦More assurances (not in writing) of "good faith" *The promise of a "study" 

(more meetings, more conferences, more expense accounts for the county officials, 
more words, ad infinitum, ad nauseam, and more groundwater pumping) that may - or 
may not - lead to a water management plan to which t he DWP does not have to agree 
unless it pleases them and their water production ambitions. 

♦*♦ 


I AM MAD AS HELL, and you should be, too 0 

♦*♦ 

ONE OF OUR VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE LISTINGS IS BISHOP'S BOB ALLEN. He's just got to be the best 
shot in the county. We learned last week that out of 1200 competitors in a national traj>- 
shooting meet, he showed in the No. 3 spot at the end of the meet, but was holding first 
place as he ticked off the first 600 shooters. Allen is also always on-target as a friendly 
outgoing type. Ditto for his wife Bonnie. Our congratulations. 

♦** 

WENT DOWN TO THE FIRE HALL LAST WEEK TO 7JATCH THE PEOPLE THERE working on the fireworks 
display they've planned for the Fourth of July. The local firefighters and rescuers turn 
over the money they make as firemen to foot the bill for the show, not to mention the 
hours they donate. Last year, they only "broke even," and costs this year are high. (They 
could use a donation or two.) 

♦*♦ 

ESTABLISHMENT JOKE OF THE WEEK (From Radio man Jon Levin ) : 

Qj How many WASPS (white, anglo-saxon protestants) does it take to 
replace a burned out light bulb? 

A: Two - one to mix the martinis, the other to call the electrician. 

♦♦♦ 

WORD HAS IT THAT JOHNNY JOHNSON (The only supervisor who states flatly that he is against 
the DWP agreement) has something up his sleeve. We heard that the reasen he is against 
the agreement - other than for the obvious ones - has not been brought out yet, but that 
he'll speak his piece "when the time is light." 

**♦ 

THE: RUMORS (ALL QUITE UNTRUE) ARE STILL FLOATING AROUND and everybody who hears them is 
absolutely convinced that Todd ^atkins, the publisher of the local papers, is "pulling out 
of Southern Inyo." Todd said "absolutely not," and that somebody must have mistaken his 
intent to "pull out of Southern Inyo in the sense of selling some property there." (Todd 
is upset about the water meters and what they are costing his properties there.) But the 
weekly newspaper for Southern Inyo will continue. 

♦** 

INYO PLANNING DIRECTOR DOUG SHERBURNE has been elected president of the County Planning 
Directors Association of California. That's our Doug, a natural-born leader. Right? 

♦#* 

(f e B.K., continued .r back page.) 
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(Advertisement) 


DRAFT 

AGREEMENT 


6 - 21-79 


The board of Supervisors of Inyo County and the board of Water and 
Power Commissioners of the City of Los Angeles hereby agree to work together 
on a five-year operational study program to explore, jointly, operations which 
would meet the combined objectives of the two parties. Los Angeles and Inyo 
County will develop and adopt a mutually agreeable water management plan for 
the Owens Valley incorporating to the maximum extent feasible the results of 
the five-year operational study program, to be implemented by the Department 
of Water and Power. 

The cooperative five-year operational study program shall begin 
April 1, 1979, and shall include the following features: 


1. During years when the Owens Valley-Mono Basin runoff is 
less than 80 percent of normal for the April through March period, 
the Department agrees not to pump more than an average of 250 cfs 
(total pumping) from the Owens Valley groundwater basin nor pump more 
than 200 cfs (total pumping) annual average in years when runoff is 
70 percent of normal or less. 


2. The Department of Water and Power will utilize the San 
Fernando groundwater basin to store water from the Los Angeles Aque¬ 
ducts when available, in order to utilize said stored water to meet 
the needs of Los Angeles and indirectly the Owens Valley during dry 
periods when water is in short supply. The Department and Inyo County 
will work together to conserve water in Los Angeles and Inyo County 
to ensure an equitable and adequate supply for the needs of the Owens 
Valley, as identified on Attachment A, and Los Angeles. If unforseen 
circumstances result which adversely affect the availability of water 
to meet the needs of the two parties or the environment, the parties 
will negotiate in good faith to jointly develop a mutually agreeable 
solution. 


3. Department of Water and Power representatives will provide, 
on a monthly basis, forecasts of runoff and surface and groundwater 
operations to Inyo County and will meet monthly with County representa¬ 
tives to discuss pumping patterns for the purpose of obtaining input 
from the County as to modifications in said pumping. The two parties 
will work cooperatively with appropriate state or federal agencies 
in water planning studies for the Owens Valley including continuation 
of the cooperative study approved May 4, 1978. 


4. Department of Water and Power and Inyo County together will 
provide annually a sum of up to $100,000 (in the ratio 5/8 DWP and 
3/8 County) for the purpose of jointly hiring persons of appropriate 
training and background to assist the parties in carrying out the 
planned five-year cooperative study. 


5. Department of Water and Power representatives will work with 
Inyo County representatives during the study program to identify 
additional opportunities for making available water for use on City 
lands for the purpose of enhancing fish, wildlife, ranching, and hay 
production and recreational opportunities on City lands. 


Inyo County agrees to not challenge the City's Final Groundwater EIR. 

During the term of this agreement, both parties agree to make good faith efforts 
to avoid further recourse to the courts and to settle all existing litigation 
and will attempt to resolve all disputes through discussion and cooperation. 

(Continued next page) 
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(Adv. Cont.) 

Attachment A 
6-11-79 

OWENS VALLEY WATER USES 


I. IRRIGATION 

Irrigated Irrigated 

Area (Approx.) Acreage Area (Approx.) Acreage 


Round Valley 

3180 

Big Pine 

1900 

Bishop 

3820 

Tinemaha to Haiwee 

1460 

Laws 

720 

Overheads & Spill gates 

470 

Total Acreage 


11,500 


Total Annual 

Irrigation Supply 

51,000 acre-feet 



II. STOCKWATER ANU TOWN SUPPLIES - AS NECESSARY 

III. RECREATION AND WILDLIFE HABITAT 

Specific uses include: Farmers, Buckley, Sanders, Thibaut, and Lone Pine 

Ponds, Calvert and Lower Irvin Lakes; Fish Springs 
and Blackrock: fish hatcheries; and expansion of 
the Bishop Golf Course, Diaz Lake, Lo n e Pine Golf 
Course, and Mill Pond. 

Total Annual Supply 7,600 acre-feet 

A paid advertisement authorized by the Board of Supervisors, County of Inyo 
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Fireworks show 


As firemen in a town so appropriately named for the occasion y they decided years ago to 
make much of the celebration of the Fourth of July - Independence Day , literally - and 
so it is again this year . The local fire department each year attempts to outdo the ef¬ 
forts of the previous year in design and presentation of its fireworks show. The large 
frameworks shown here will provide the Independence airport audience with flaming> spark¬ 
ling picture displays as the show gets underway at dusk on the holiday . The firemen spend 
hours - and their own money> along with a few donations - to present the spectacular • 
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A silent 
protest 
marks the 
victims of 
DWP pumps 

As the summer green returned 
to the valley, the evidence 
of DWP groundwater pumping 
became increasingly appar¬ 
ent; Dead trees - some of 
them remembered from last 
year as green and healthy - 
dotted the landscape. Last 
week, red flags and banners 
suddenly appeared, first at 
Lone Pine, then later fur¬ 
ther north as the protest 
silently caught the public 
imagination. Attempts to 
trace its source were met 
with smiles - and more si¬ 
lence - but it was learned 
that some businessmen (not, 
as might be expected, the 
predictable radical activ¬ 
ists) had initiated the 
program of markers on DWP 's 
dead tree victims. By week 's 
end, more than a score of 
people were "red-flagging." 
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Near Lone Pine, a red flag waves above a dead tree stump 


B.K., Continued 

SUPERVISOR RICHARD McDONALD will neither confirm nor deny rumors that say he'll soon be 
leaving Lone fine and Owens Valley. "A guy has got to make a living," i3 about as far as he 
will go in answer to direct questions. He points out, too, that his house is for sale. He 
has been one of our more popular supervisors and (barring reaction to the DWP agreement 
issue) was a cinch for re-election. 

JOHN KONNENBERG PROBABLY KNOWS HIS MARKET, and so he's going for the "upper middle" dinner 
crowd as he opens Agate Mine Company, the old (and completely changed) Beacon Tavern. If 
you're one of the rock-roll-and-riot types, don't bother to show upj the music's not for 
you, anyway, but geared for better tastes 0 For openers, Konnenberg has booked a good chef 
who knows something about aged beef, and a good entertainer (George French who used to be 
with Merle Haggard, though he's not playing hillbilly) with a piano-organ that sounds like 
a whole dance orchestra. That's good news. 

*** 

AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, every day. 

- Sincerely, 


eastern sierra //news service 


INYO COUNTY 

JOHN HESTON • BENETT KESSLER ^ NEWS-LETTER 
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